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Tasks – Minimum visual range 

Construction task 

1. Build the model “minimum visual range” according to the building instructions. 
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Fig. 1: Model for determining the minimum visual range 
 
Topic task 

2. Place the task sheet on the table under the lens holder. Place your eye directly against the lens holder and look at the text on the task sheet underneath. 
Attach the lens holder with the building block at a height at which you can just about see the text underneath sharply. The best way is to start at the top and then insert it one position lower in every step until the text is just a little blurred. 

Measure the distance from the paper to the top edge of the lens holder. This distance is your minimum visual range.  
 
Minimum visual range = 
 
Discuss the results of the experiment within your learning group. 
 
Die itaque septima Ianuarii, instantis anni millesimi sexcentesimi decimi, hora sequentis noctis prima, cum cêlestia sidera per Perspicillum spectarem, Iuppiter sese obviam fecit; cumque admodum excellens mihi parassem instrumentum (quod antea ob alterius organi debilitatem minime contigerat), tres illi adstare Stellulas, exiguas quidem, veruntamen clarissimas, cognovi; quê, licet e numero inerrantium a me crederentur, nonnullam tamen intulerunt admirationem, eo quod secundum exactam lineam rectam atque Eclipticê parallelam dispositê videbantur, ac cêteris magnitudine paribus splendidiores. (taken from Galileo Galilei:  Sidereus Nincius) 
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